
Best Practices for  
Resource Curation
Digital curation entails finding and selecting, preserving, maintaining, and sharing digital content 
with others. With the extensive digital resources available online, it is important to be mindful of 
best practices for curation to ensure that you are using and sharing high-quality information when 
preparing to educate others.

Find the Needle in the Haystack
Be sure when looking for content that the research is 

represented by well-known and accredited institutions. 

Review the resource for citations to other research and 

validate their credentials. This is often where you find the 

needle in the haystack!

Persuasion vs Informative
Before using an article, take time to identify the author’s 

purpose for writing the article. Was it used to persuade 

or to inform the audience? Evaluate the material for 

statistical data to validate the author’s point and validate 

that both sides of the theory are presented before the 

author shares their findings. 

Images Can Be Deceiving 

When using graphics and media to educate others, it 

is important to review the data with an objective eye. It 

is easy to use images to misrepresent statistical data. 

Ensure the data you are using is representing the data 

accurately and that it is being used in your presentation 

to tell the full story, and not just a selective part of 

the information.

First Isn’t Always Best
When searching for scholarly articles and research, 

the first one you find listed on a search engine is not 

always the most credible source. To avoid confirmation 

bias, be sure to review a multitude of resources before 

selecting the one that best supports your theories and 

provides insight into your topic. You want to find the 

original source, as so many topline search articles are 

the most recent on the topic, but they are also derivative. 

We want to share with Educators the thought leader’s 

source material. Moreover, data-driven findings to 

support our assertions are vital for credibility. The perfect 

combination is source material and data-back case 

studies demonstrating efficacy of the theory in action.

Time Is of the Essence
Educational theories and research change over time as 

further student data is collected and student populations 

change. Knowing when scholarly articles are published 

is essential when evaluating quality. While reviewing 

citations first check the date of publication to identify 

how relevant the material will be for your presentation. 

That said, also ensure that you’re not citing a more 

recent student that derives directly from someone else’s 

theories or original research without crediting the source 

material.
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